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OF all the families which have peopled the globe, no one has acquired 
so much celebrity, through a duration so extended, and in situations so 
varied, as the family of the Patriarch Abraham. At the age of seventy- 
five, this illustrious man, with a divine vocation, and the promise 
of a seed numerous and distinguished beyond all example, voluntarily 
retired from his country, his kindred, and his father’s house. “ He 
went out not knowing whither he went,” and contrary to the usual course 
of nature, “ there x even of one;and him as good as dead, so 
many as the stars of the sky in multicude, and as the sand which is by 
the seashore innumerable.” This innumerable offspring has produced 


a succession of patriarchs and prophets, of judges and of kings, of - 


priests and of apostles, whose reputation has filled the whole earth 
during a series of three thousand and eight hundred years. Their 
history exhibits a nation of a most singular character, and in every 
possible variety of condition, from the extreme of feebleness to the 
plenitage of power—from splendour and affluence the most unbounded, 
down to the lowest state of indigence, misery, and oppression. The 
present character and state of this people, present a remarkable singu- 
larity in the history of mankind. Driven from a country once their 
own, they have succeeded in gaining a residence in every country of the 
world. Though dispersed, they still subsist; and though scattered 
abroad in every quarter of the world, they maintain, notwithstanding, a 
bond of union which seems indissoluble. Prohibited in every country 
but the United States from holding real estate, they have, in every age 
and nation since their dispersion, had the skill and address to amass 
personal property to a vast amount; and in conducting the ‘commerce 
of the world, their agencies have been singularly extensive and efficient. 
Whence all this ?» Why have they not, like other conquered nations, 
insensibly melted away? Why have they not been gradually incorpo- 
rated with their conquerors, till at length they lost their name and other 
characteristic distinctions ? Whence is it that they have survived the 
desolation of their country, the destruction of their capital, and the 
exterminating sword of Roman a Yea Whence is it, that during the 
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lapse of eighteen centuries, while subjected to the hatred, the execration, 
and the persecution of all nations, they still exist, and live in the pre- 
sence of their enemies? Is it not of God? And do not these facts 
furnish indubitable evidence of the truth and divine authority of the 
Scriptures in which the state and circumstances of this people, are pro- 
phetically and minutely described, as these have been for many ages, and 
as they are witnessed even at the present day. 

If the seed of Abraham according to.the flesh, has been thus won- 
derfully preserved and distinguished; if they are still kept separate from 
the rest of maukind, and wherever dispersed present distinctive features 
of body, of habit, and of mind—may we not from the fact of their 
miraculous preservation, most certainly conclude, that the God of their 
fathers still remembers his covenant of mercy, and still cherishes 
thoughts of mercy towards them? And may we not, from the fact of 
their being preserved a distinct people, as certainly conclude, that their 
restoration to the privileges and hopes of the saved by Jesus Christ, 
is designed to illustrate in a peculiar manner the wisdom, and power, 
and goodness of God, 

The natural seed of Abraham shall not always be a dispersed and 
despised, and oppressed people. “ They are beloved, of the Lord, for 
the Fathers’ sakes.” He hath spoken good concerning Israel. They 
shal! be again restored to the land whence they have been driven, 
and there find a resting place. “ The ransomed of the Lord shall 
return and come to Zion, with songs and everlasting joy upon their 
heads :+ they shall obtain joy and gladness, sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away.” Such is the declaration of God by his Prophet ; and of the 
certainty of its accomplishment, in the minute fulfilment of numerous 
predictions respecting their dispersion, oppression, and preservation, as a 
distinct people, we gain the most undoubted assurance. “There shall 
come out of Sion the deliverer ; and shall turn away ungodliness_ from 
Jacob.’ 

When the Lord in the plenitude of his mercy thus remembers Israel, 
how great will be the joy among the angels in heaven, and among the 
saiuts of Jesus both in heaven and on earth? And when collected from 
among the natious, and re-established in their own land, and captivated 
to the obedience of faith, what a fulness of blessings will, through their 
instrumentalities and labours, as missionaries of the Cross, come upon 
the Gentile world-—for, “if the fail of them be the riches of the 
world ; and the diminishing of them, the riches of the Gentiles, how 
much more their fulness? If the casting away of them be the recon- 
ciling of the world ; what shall the recciving of them be hut life from 
the dead?” Inthe conversion of the world, there is much reason to 
conclude, from the view which is given in the word of God, that his 
ancient covenant people, when brcught to the acknowledgment of the 
truth as it is in Jesus, will be the most zealous and Successful labourers. 
And in reviewing the history of the Church, it will be found, that the 
time when the Gospel was most extensively and rapidly spread; when 
men and nations were in the greatest number converted from idolatry 
to the faith of Jesus and obedience to his Gospel, was the time when the 


ambassadors of Christ, and the missionaries of his Cross, were Israelites 
according to the flesh. 
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As it respects then. the salvation of the Jews, who are in dark- 
ness, and in the region of the shadow of death, without God, and 
without Christ, and without hope in the world, no Christian should 
feel indifferent. And it is not to be doubted, that in every age 
the hearts of many Christians have been deeply affected on their 
account, and that their desire and prayer for Israel has been, that 
they might be saved. But in order to their conversion to Christianity, 
and submission to Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord, the united, 
and vigorous, and persevering efforts of Christians, according to the 
economy of grace which God hath constituted, seem indispensable ; 
and these, it is a melancholy reflection, have been wanting; and this 
people, to whom originally pertained the adoption, and the glory, and 
the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and 
the promises, have been suffered, during many ages and generations, to 
remain shrouded in ignorance and unbelief, in the rejection of Christ 
and his Gospel. But the morning of a brighter day for long neglected 
Israel begins to dawn. Though but little, comparatively to what 
should be, and to what would have been, had the Christian world re- 
garded Israel’s restoration, and the glorious results connected with their 
restoration, as it ought, has been attempted, and as little comparatively 
done, it is gratifying to reflect that the attention of many Christians, 
both in Europe and America, is turned to this highly interesting sub- 
ject that their feelings are excised in behalf of the lost sheep of the 
ouse of Israel; and that means and efforts are multiplying for their 
ingathering into the fold of the great and good shepherd, Jesus Christ. 
It is also gratifying to state, what will be more fully detailed in some 
future numbers, that these means and efforts have not been wholly in 
vain; that in proportion to these, has been the success; and that, 
judging from the signs of the times, the period is not far distant, when 
“‘ There shall come out of Sion the deliverer, and shall turn away un- 
godliness from Jacob.” 

In the year 1796, a number of gentlemen in London turned their 
attention to the state of the Jews, and an attempt was then made to do 
something to promvte their conversion. This attempt however failed, 
nor was any other made until the close of 1801. 

At this time the Rev. Joseph Samuel Christian Frederick Frey 
arrived in London on his way to Africa, as a Missionary and Assistant 
to Dr. Vander Kemp. Instead of prosecuting his original design. how- 
ever, he tarried in England, in consequence of an invitation by the 
London Missionary Society, to remain and preach to the Jews. To 
hi. Jewish brethren, his labours were not wholly in vain. Of these not 
a few, it is hoped, believed in the Lord Jesus Christ to the saving of 
their souls. In the year 1808, Mr. Frey, in consequence of some new 
arrangements having been made by that Society, relating especially to 
the establishment of a school for Jewish children, tendered his resigna- 
tion; and united with a few pious individuals in forming a Society 
called “ The London Society for promoting Christianity among the 
Jews.” ‘Though the beginning of this Society, for smallness and insig- 
nificance, may not unaptly be compared to the mustard seed, it has 
already become a large and flourishing tree, and is sending forth its 
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branches, and refreshing with its foliage and its fruit many of the out- 
cast sons and duughters of Abraham. 

In 1814, a clause was introduced into the constitution of this latter 
Society, which, in one important respect, changed its character, and 
disqualified Mr. Frey, not being an Episcopalian, for continumg to 
labour under its patronage and direction. In 1816, he emigrated to this 
country ; and from hence may be dated the commencement of a series 
of gradually extending efforts, which it is believed, under the divine 
blessiag, will be attended with happy results, both to those whom these 
efforts more immediately respect, to the Gentile nations, and the church 
of God. 

Soon after Mr. Frey’s arrival, a Society was formed in this city for 
evangelizing the Jews; chiefly by delivering to thei stated lectures, 
and iurnishing them with suitable tracts. 

A letter from an intelligent converted Jew in Germany, addressed to 
the Rev. Mr. Frey, and of which the following is an extract, led the 


way tu operations of a more extended and important character than 
were at first contemplated : 


* From the time it has pleased God to call me from darkness into his 
marvellous light, next to the care of the salvation of my own soul, was 
the salvation of my people, and kindred, that occupied my heart most. 
My prayer was for my soul, and my request for my people. By ma- 
ture consideration, I soon saw that we cannot reasonably expect an 
extensive spread of Christianity amongst the Jews, at least not a great 
number of true converts, until Christians establish, or form, a Christian 
Jewish settlement. 7 

“ There are many difficulties in the way of a Jew, by which the very 
first idea in favour of Christianity, is arrested in its progress. Some of 
these difficulties are, 

1. The ungodly lives of nominal Christians. 

2. The want of kindness among many who are true and sincere 
Christians, but whose heart the Lord has not yet stirred up to compas- 
sion towards this afflicted nation. 

“3. The dreadful idea to separate from a nation, whose distinct and 
lasting existence, as a peculiar people, God had so clearly promised, 
saying, * Though I make a full end of all nations, whither I have scat- 
tered thee, yet will I not make an end of thee.’ Jer. xxx. 11. 

“4. That brotherly love which he enjoys amongst his own people, 
but which he no where else observes in such a degree. 

“5. The mere idea of going amongst Christians excites in him a 
timidity indiscribable. 

“6. The greatest difficulty lies in the way of the poor. Where is 
he to seek for help and assistance in time of need? He stands alone in 
the world; he is forsaken by his Jewish brethren; and to apply to 
Christians—the very thought is painful to his feelings, and from their 
past conduct to Jews, he is apprehensive to be looked upon, nay, even 
treated, as a self-interested hypocrite. 

“ All these difficulties might be removed by forming a Christian Jew- 
ish settlement, Such a colony ought to be established upon plans well 
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matured, with all possible precaution and Christian prudence. The 
advantages of such an institution are many. 

it - It would excite the attention of the Jews in every part of the 
world. 

“2. It would be the most suitable to carry on a friendly correspond- 
ence with the Jews on the subject of Christianity, especially if it should 
contain a number of pious and learned men. | ) 

“3: It would be of great use to those Jews amongst the Romah 
Catholics, Mahometans, and Heathens, who through the multitude of 
superstitions and errors, mixed with truth, and the numerous sects 
amongst Christians, are ata loss, both how to judge of the truth of 
Christianity, and which sect or denomination they are to join. 

“‘ In Germany, and in most places in Europe, the nature ef the govern- 
ments, and especially the prejudice of the people, is very unfavourable 
to the formation of such a colony, whilst America possesses every 
advantage for such an institution. 

‘¢ Jn that extensive country, there must yet be much ground uncultivat- 
ec and uninhabited. There, where every year colonies of poor people 
meet with assistance and encouragement, might not a similar favour be 
shown to Abraham’s seed, every where else oppressed and persecuted ? 
I ask, now, whether you would be willing to form a society of proper 
persons to assist in this undertaking ? The assistance necessary would 
be 


r : | 

“1. To select and procure a proper place for a settlement for 200 
families. 

“2. To facilitate, as much as possible, their passage from Europe 
in American vessels. 

‘<3. To assist them, in case of necessity, during the first year. 

“ This subject needs no farther recommendation to the true Christian ; 
nor will any be required by the philanthropist, who considers the bar- 
barity and cruelty with which the Jews are oppressed in most parts of 
the world. Nor can it be doubted that, after so long and bitter a per- 
secution, they would be most. faithful and zealous adherents to a country 
of so liberal a constitution as that of the United States. 

‘¢ Assistance may be expected from the London Society, as well as 
from other Christian countries, especially in Germany, where many 
true Christians, and persons of great influence, are ready to assist, with 
all their power, to promote this object.” 


This letter having been laid before the Board of ‘Trustees of the society 
instituted in Morris county, N. J. for promoting Learning and Religion, 
the writer was invited to come to this country at their expense, to act 
as agent in executing the plan ested by him. This not comporting 
with his previous engagemenis, Mr. Frey and a member of the board, 
were appointed a committee to consult with ministers and other gen- 
tlemen, and especially with the late Dr. Boudinot, on the expediency of 
forming a society for the purpose of colonizing and evangelizing the 
Jews. 

In pursuance of this appointment, Mr. Frey, the other member of 
the committee being prevented from going, proceeded to Burlington to 
consult with Dr. Boudinot. On his way thither, he submitted the pro- 
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posed object and plan to the Rev. Dr. Livingston, who, after full and 
mature consideration, drew up and signed the following:— = 

‘* Having understood by a letter from Mr. ———, a Christian Jew, 
as well as by letters from James Miller, Esq. of London, that an ardent 
wish prevails among some Christian Jews in Germany to emigrate to 
the United States, for the express purpose of forming a settlement, to 
obtain, without interruption, instruction for themselves, and to promote 
more effectually the Christian religion among the Jews: We, whose 
names are underwritten, do hereby certify, that as far as the object Is 
at present comprehended by us, we most cordially approve of the 
saine.”’ 

I his, after fervent prayer, and much serious deliberation, was also 
signed by the Rev. Drs. Green, Alexander, and Miller. 

From Dr. Boudinot, Mr. Frey received the following expression of 
his opinion, in relation to this object :—. 


“ Burlington, Nov. 26, 1819. 
“ Rev. anp Dear Sin, 

“I have carefully attended to the important subject of our last even- 
ing’s conversation. It is only to a part of your plan, that is of minor 
consequence, to which I have at present any objection. As I have but 
a few minutes to express my opinion in writing, your own memory will 
furnish you with particulars. My present design is to express, in as 
short a manner as possible, my cordial aequiescence in the whole of your 
designs, if pursued with caution in the detail. My wish would be to 
revive, as svon as convenient, the late Society for Evangelizing the 
Jews, established in New-York a few years since*—that they should 
apply, without further explanation, for a charter of incorporation, to the 
Legislature at their next session ; afterwards a plan for further proceed- 
ings. and the appointment of the proper officers, may then take place, 
and every proper measure pursued, for the effecting so useful and essen- 
tial a business to the church of Christ; and may he bless you, ia all 
you do, agreeably to his rich promises in the Gospel. 

“I have the honour to be, 
with every sentiment of respect and esteem, 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 
Yours in our common Lord, 
* ELIAS BOUDINOT. 


“ Rev. J. S. C. F. Frey.” 


Soon after this, at a meeting of clergymen and laymen, convened in 
the city of New-York, for the purpose of taking this subject into con- 
sideration, it Was unanimously resolved, that it is expedient to form a 
Society for colonizing and evangelizing the Jews. On the 8th of Fe- 
brnary, 1820, the society was formed, and the following constitution 
aciopted—which society was incorporated by the legislature of the state 
of New-York, by an act passed the 14th day of April, 1820. 

I. This Society shall be known by the name of Taz American So- 
cvety ror Metioratine THe ConpDITIon OF THE JEws. 


* This Society has since been amalgamated with the A. S. M. C. J. and its 
fonds paid over to the Treasurer 
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il. 'The object of this Society shall be to invite and receive, from any 
part of tae world, such Jews as do already profess the Christian : eli- 
gion, or are desirous to receive Christian Instruction, to form them into 
a settlement, and to furnish them with the ordinances of the Gospel, and 
with such employment in the settlement as shall be assigned them ; but 
no one shall be received, unless he comes weli recommended for morals 
and indystry, and without charge to this Society, and both his reception 
and continuance in thé settlement, shall be at all times at the discretion 
of the Directors. 

lif. Every person paying One Dollar entrance money, and One 
Dollar annually, shall be a member. Every person paying Fifteen 
Dollars at one time, shall be a member for life; every person paying 
annually Five Dollars shall be a Director, and a donation of Fifty 
Dollars at one time, shall constitute a Director for life. 

IV. The business of the Society shall be conducted by a Board of 
Directors, to be annually chosen, consisting of a President, twelve 
Vice-Presidents, a Secretary for Domestic, and a Secretary for Foreign 
Correspondence, a Recording Secretary, a Treasurer, and thirty-six lay 
Members, six of whom shall be foreigners residing in the city of New- 
York or its vicinity. Ministers of the Gospel belonging to this Society, 
shall be ex-officio Directors. Seven shall constitute a quorum. ‘The 
board shall have power to make their own by-laws, to fill all vacancies 
that may occur in the course of the year, to confer honorary distinctions 
on eminent and useful men, by creating additional Vice-Presidents or 
Directors for life ; they shall meet quarter-yearly, and at other times on 
their own adjournments, or at the call of the President, or either of the 
Vice-Presidents. ee a 

V. The annual meeting of the Society shall be held in the city of 
New-York, the day after the second Thursday in May, at 10 o’clock, 
A. M. to receive the Report of the Directors, and to elect a new Board. 
Special meetings may be called by the Board of Directors. 

VI. This Constitution shall not be altered except at an annual meet- 
ing, and by the recommendation of the Board. 

The following are among the regulations adopted by the Board of 
Directors—form of a bequest—and of a constitution for Auxiliary So- 
cieties :— 

The Board of Directors have resolved, that any person who shall 
form a Cent Society, which shall remit for the first year not less than 
$20, shall be a member of the Society for life. 

Every person obtaining twelve subscribers, at one cent or more per 
week, and collecting the same for one year, shall be a member of the 
Society for the same period. Double that number shall constitute him 
a Director for one year. 

Every Auxiliary Society shall receive for each ten subscribers of 50 
eents per annum, a copy of the Society’s monthly publication. 

To give an opportunity to all to do good to the children of Abraham, 
the friend of God, the Society will keep distinct funds for general pur- 
poses, for the education and employment of Jewish Missionaries, and 
for distributing amongst the Jews the Hebrew New-Testament, and 
ether religious publications. 
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N. B. As the education of Jewish Missionaries is one important de- 
sign of the Society, and will require an extensive library, especially of 
such books as relate to the subject of the controversy between Jews 
and Christians, any books sent to either of the Secretaries or the Pub- 
lisher will be thankfully received. 

Form of a , 

“TI crve and bequeath to ‘The American Society for meliorating 
the Condition of the Jews,’ incorporated by the legislature of the State 
of New-York, by an act passed the 14th day of April, A. D. 1820, the 
sum of 
to be paid, for the purposes of the said Society, out of my personal 
estate, to the proper officer of the said Society in that behalf, whose 
receipt shall be a sufficien: discharge to my executors for that sum.” 


Form of a Constitution for Auxiliary Societies. 

“T.- The subscribers, cordially approving of the object and constitu- 
tion of the American Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews, 
do agree to form a Society, to be called the Auxiliary Society, 
whose sole object shall be to raise funds for the parent institution just 
named. . 

“II. This Society shall consist of a President, Vice-President, @ 
Treasurer, a Secretary, and a board of Managers (or Directors.) 

‘‘ II. Every person subscribing and paying one cent or more per 
week, shall be a member; and a donation of $10 at one time shall con- 
stitute « member for life. 

“TV. Every person procuring and collecting from eight subscribers, 
shall be’a member of the Society, and double that number shall constitute 
him a member of the board. 

* V. The Society shail meet annually on the first Monday in April, to 
receive a report of the proceedings of the board, and of the state of 
their funds, and to elect their officers. The Treasurer shall remit to 
the parent Society the balance in his hands before the end of that month. 

* VI. An authenticated copy of this constitution, signed by the Se- 
cretary, together with the names of the officers, and a copy of each 
Annual Report, shall be transmitted by him to the Corresponding Secre- 
tary of the parent institution. 

“VII. This Constitution shall not be altered, except at the annual 
meeting of the Society, and that by the recommendation of the board.” 

The providing of a suitable situation where such Jews from the 
Continent of Europe, as are necessitated to remove, in consequence of 
their adopting the Christian faith, may be furnished with employment, 
and wer in favourable circumstances to increase in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, is one of the important objects which 
the present Society proposes to accomplish. In carrying this object into 
effect, so far as the reception of persons from Europe is concerned, the 
Society hope to be greatly assisted by the truly benevolent agency of 
Count Von der Recke, of Germany. This young nobleman has ex- 
pended $20,000 m the purchase of ‘a suitable place, to afford an asylum 
for such Jews us are ‘subjected to distress and suffering for their em- 
bracing the Christian faith; and where, in addition to being instructed 
in various useful arts and sciences, under his own inspection, their cha- 
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racters may be correcuy ascertained. The settlement wiucu wus gen- 
tleman has formed has special respect to, and is intended to serve as an 
auxiliary to the establishment contemplated by this Society. The na- 
ture and design of his plans and operations he has communicated by a 
special messenger, Mr. Jadownisky, a young man of promising talents 
converted from Judaism, and who, under the patronage and direction of 
this Society, is now at the Theological Seminary in Princeton, pre- 
pariag in due time, to preach to his brethren according to the flesh, 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. 


== 
GENTILES PRAYING FOR THE JEWS. 


Father of faithful Abra’m, hear 
Our earnest suit for Abra’m’s seed ; 
Justly they claim the softest prayer 
From us adopted in their stead, 
Who mercy through their fall obtain, 
And Christ by their rejection gain. 


Outcast from Thee, and scattered wide 
Through every nation under heav'n ; 
Blaspheming him they crucified, 
Unsaved, unpitied, unforgiv’n ; 
Branded like Cain, they bear their load 
Abhorred by men and cursed of God. 


But hast thou finally forsook, 
For ever cast thine own away ? 
Wilt thou not bid the murd’rerslook .. 
On him they pierced, and weep and pray ° 
Yes, gracious Lord, thy word is past— 
‘¢ All Israel shall be saved at last.”’ 


Come then, thou great Deliv’rer, come— 
, The veil from Jacob’s heart remove : 
Bring all thine ancient people home, 
And crown them with eternal love : 
The world shall their reception view, 
And shout to God the glory due. 


Having taken occasion to introduce Mr. J. to our readers, the fol- 
lowing letter, published in a Solingen newspaper, and translated for the 
Christian Herald, describing his reception into the Christian Church, 
may not be unacceptable. 

“ Frankfort, April 16, 1821. 

“Yesterday we witnessed, in the Reformed Church in this city, 
hitherto very rare, the solemnity of a Jewish baptism. A young Israel- 
ite of talents, by the name of Jadewnisky, a native of Poland, who 
has been for some time a teacher at Solingen, and having before he leit 
that place, by a persevering search of the old and new Testaments, come 
to a firm conviction that Jesus Christ is the Messiah promised from the 
beginning, and the only name whereby we can be saved, has, in this 
city, after mature consideration, resolved to join the Evangelical Church, 
not regarding the many sacrifices such a step requires. The Rev. Dr. 
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Spiess having instructed him for six months in the doctrine of Christ, 
and his faith having been sufficiently tried, he was yesterday presented 
to the sacred ordinance of baptism. Before 1 o’clock the church was 
already crowded. © Those who came rot out of pleasure to the solemn 
transaction were impelled by curiosity. Divine service was commenced 
by a sermon from the Rev. Vikaring Krummaker, on the honourable 
reproach which the true followers of Christ have to endure even in our 
days, from Matt. xxvii. v. 29—44. Afier the sermon the ministers 
present and members of the session formed a circle round the altar, and 
Dr. Spiess opened the solemnity with # short address, after which the 
young convert was examined on the fundamental doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. The answers were distinct and appropriate. After this he 
made a confession of his faith, and having solemnly declared his inten- 
tion of faithfulness, he was baptized, kneeling before the altar. The 
two elders, De Neuville Manskoph and Mr. Bernus, stood as godfathers, 
in remembrance ¢f whose zeal the convert received the names of David 
Christiau. Amongst his new brethren the new disciple of Christ met 
with a warm, cordial and friendly reception. 

“Q! that this solemn transaction might have the happy influence to 
diminish the hatred of the Jews, which is not yet extinguished among 
the inhabitants of Frankfort. ‘The Society for promoting the conver- 
sion of the Jews have been greatly encouraged by increasing success. 
Ten or twelve Israelites are at present instructed by different ministers 
in the doctrines of the Gospel, and in a few weeks the Rev. Mr. Manuel, 
minister of the French church, will baptize a Jewish family late of 
Stratspurg, consisting of five members. ‘To all appearance the harvest 
will be great, and many labourers will be wanted. ‘O! that the salva- 
tion of Israel were come out of Zion,’ ” 


From the Christian Herald, of Dec. 1, 1821. 


Extract of a letter from a gentleman in Charleston, S. C. to the Rev. 


Mr. Frey. 
Charleston, 5. C. Sept. 26, 1821. 
Rev. Anp Drar Sir, 

An opportunity now offers of renewing that acquaintance by corres- 
pondence which I once enjoyed personally. The cause of the Jews, 
which you have, since your conversion, so zealously espoused, has engag- 
ed at different periods, much of my thoughts, and had I been placed in 
other circumstances in life, [ should have considered it my privilege to 
have engaged in some active duties here, connected with those plans 
which are considered necessary preparatory measures to their restora- 
tion to the covenant of promise. My situation is my excuse ; but hum- 
ble as it is, it appears to me the time has arrived, when such an individual 
may aid in drawing the attention of those who have it in their power, 
to this important subject. 

Having, as I humbly trust, an ardent desire to consecrate the remain- 
der of the few days which I may be permitted to live in this world, to 
the glory of my Heavenly Father, | have had much of my thoughts 
occupied in surveying the present state of the nations of the world, and 
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th noucing uie  s.¢:~ of the times,” as regards the yews , acu. u...2 read- 
ing the accounts of the great operations, which are successfully going 
forward on the Continent, I have often been astonished that nothing was 
dune in conformity with the “signs of the times” in this country. 

My heart has often burned, on surveying the present interesting state 
of the Christian world ; and I thought I felt, in some measure, the value of 
the immortal soul; and that I would give worlds, were they at my com- 
mand, for the conversion of the heathen world. I have occasionally en- 
deavoured to influence others to feel for the house of Israel. 

[The writer here transcribes an article from the Evangelical Iutelli- 
gencer, which gives a sketch of the labours of the Jews’ Society on the 
Contineat. ] 

The situation of the sons of Abraham, isin some respects interesting, 
and indicates results favourable to Christian effort. ‘The following is an 
extract of a letter from a clergyman, dated Wateree Circuit, S. C. Au- 
gust 8, 1820 :— 

“ There aretwo families of Jews in this Circuit, whom I have visited 
several tines. Since I last visited them, two of their daughters have 
been converted to the Christian religion. 

“ The following circumstances are worthy ofnotice. The mother 
sent them one day to the spring house for milk ; a servant happening 
to be there at the time, the girls gave her the milk to carry to the 
house, and then retired to the woods to pray. They were not long at 
prayer before they began to cry aloud for mercy, so that they were 
heard at the house. The mother of the girls and one of the sisters, 
hearing the noise, came to the place where the children were at 
prayer. The Lord seemed to touch their hearts also, for they did 
not oppose them. The father of one of the girls, also hearing the 


néise, came to the place, and heard the child praying that Christ ae 


would have mercy on her and on her unbelieving father. This en- 
raged him ; as he could not brook the idea that his child should believe 
Jesus to be the Christ. He picked up a stick to beat her, but as he 
approached the child, he became so entangled in a grape vine, that 
it was some time before he extricated himself. The mother of the 
girls took them to the house, and locked them up in a room, to shel- 
ter them from the rage of the father. They were threatened by 
him, that if they persisted in praying to Christ, he would put them 
to death. The children replied, ‘ We will pray if you do kill us!’ 
They have since united themselves to the church, and we expect two 
more to do so the next time of preaching there.” 

The following encouraging instances have come within my own 
knowledge, and that of my immediate acquaintances : 

During my connexion with a Sabbath school in this city, two female 
children of Jewish parentage, attended it with the approbation of 
their mother, and with great delight recited lessons from the Old 
Testament, and heard explanations from their teachers, which direct- 
ed their attention to the New. Their attendance was continued for 
a length of time. 

On a more recent occasion, three Jewish children have attended 
two different day schools, in which exercises on religious subjegts 
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formed a part of their plan of instruction ; and these, though opposed 
in the first instance by the parents, were permitted to continue to 
recite exercises on religious subjects through their own solicitation. 

At the present time a pious lady of my particular acquaintance has 
two Jewish children under her care, who are required to recite les- 
sons from the Bible. She tells me that these two children are very 
attentive when other scholars recite from the New Testament, and 
particularly so to the explanations given by the teachers. 

A more encouraging insiance is the hopeful conversion of a Jewish 
female to the Christian faith. Her attention was first called up by 
sickness. In her anxiety about her eternal welfare, she made many 
ingviries of a mulatto woman, who was in communion with a Chris- 
tian church, and through her means others were introduced to her, 
better able to point out the way of restoration through the merits of 
a crucified Redeemer. A clergyman who had conversed with her, 
informed me some time since, that hers was a case of undoubted con- 
version ; that she was much persecuted by her Jewish acquaintances, 
but that she remained unmoved. Another of the same family is ina 
tender state of mind. 

Now, Rev. Sir, is there not reason to rejoice, that there is one in- 
stance of special mercy manifested towards the children of Abraham ; 
and should you not consider this alone, as a loud call, to endeavour 
to adopt some measures which shall tend to remove the veil from 
their darkened understandings? If I express any ardour on this 
subject, it is because I feel a desire that you should direct some share 
of yor labour in behalf of your kinsmen, according to the flesh, in 
this place. There are many Jews here, how many | have not the 
means of ascertaining. To you it seems to belong to form plans for 
meliorating their condition; and if I can be instrumental in aiding 
you, surely I shall not withhold my humble services. 

Any papers or information on this subject will be thankfully re- 
ceived, and such parts selected as will be most likely to excite an 


interest in favour of the cause of the Jews. 
I am, Rey. and Dear Sir, your ob’t serv’t. 


From the Jewish Expositor. 


Journal of a Missionary Tour of Mr. Bergmann, a converted Jew, 
from Frankfort. 


Arrer having called upon the Lord in prayer for strength and 
blessing, whereby I might be enabled to contribute to the honour of 
his mame, I set out from Frankfort on the 9th of May, and arrived 
in the evening at H. The landlord, a sensible man, after having 
anderstood the object of my journey, cautioned me against the Rab- 
bin of that place, who having attempted to excite government to 
barsh measures against Jewish converts, since yesterday was more 
incensed than ever against Christianity, because he had read ina 
newspaper, that the only son of a rabbin at H. lately had been bap- 
tized at Elberfeld, and that the readérs might suppose, that it was hes 
only son. 

he caution seemed necessary, and yet I was desirous to have some 
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conversation with that very rabbin, | took the advice of a friend in a 
neighbouring place. He informed me that the Jewish overseers and 
the rabbin had, indeed, succeeded so far, as to cause an order to be 
given, that ne gatekeeper or other inferior civil officer in towns, 
should be permitted to distribute Christian tracts among the Jews ; 
but that this order did neither extend to himself nor to me, and that 
consequently I had nothing to fear from calling upon the rabbin. 
Having therefore taken with me some important tracts, especially 
‘‘ Christian passages from Rabbinical Works,” I went to the rabbin. 
In reply to his first question, What is your desire? I preseated to 
him the tracts, with the request, to peruse the last mentioned with 
great attention, as it clearly appeared from it that the most celebrated 
authors of the Talmud and the Cabbala had, many hundred years 
ago, confessed Jesus Christ to be . . . Here the rabbin ina 
rage flew up against me. ‘‘ What,” said he, ‘‘ do you not know that 
I can flog you, ad lemitha, to death?” No, sir; answered I, that 
you cannot ; for two years since I professed the evangelical Christian 
religion, and think it now my most sacred duty to make my dear 
Israelitish brethren also acquainted with the way of salvation. So, 
suid he, you are a Meshumed ; an accursed baptized ; take then your 
things back again ;—but, no, I shall keep them; but you will see, 
that I can write large volumes against them. That, replied I, you 
are welcome to do; but your confutation must rest on solid grounds. 
Get you away, cried he in a passion ; only see how merages—angry 
—you have made me, how my whole guff—body—shakes. Follow 
the Meshumed as far as the end of the Jewish street, cried he to a 
young Jew who was present. I took a polite leave of him, and weat 
the same day to G. where I only took my night’s rest, and proceeded, 
on the following day, to S. where I arrived in the afternoon at four 
o’clock. It was a sabbath, and many Jews saw me, when I alighted 
from the carriage and entered the inn. A young Jew cried, cavilling, 
Shulom lachem / Peace be with you. An elderly Jew reproving him, 
cried angrily, En shulom lershuwum! No peace with the wicked. A 
multitude of them of both sexes now assembled, to gaze at me. I! 
stepped among them, and said, Dear people ; you must not be angry 
with me, for having travelled on a sabbath. Already two years since 
{ have become an evangelical Christian, and | am most cordially 
ready to show you also the way of life, if you are willing to know it. 
Upon these words, they all, as if struck with horror, suddenly dis- 
persed; and not long thereafter, they went to their evening prayer 
in the synagogue. In the evening, when it was dark, a young Jew 
called upon me in the imn, and said, Your ingenuousness, sir, has very 
much prejudiced mein your favour. I therefore wish to know more 
of your former and present state ; but in your room, in secret, that 
nobody may see us talk together. I satisfied his desire, and gave 
him several tracts also for distribution among his friends. But this 
he declined, from fear of the other Jews, yet advising me to leave 
them with the innkeeper, who being a respectable and pious man, 
would do it with pleasure. And, indeed, he gladly took a parcel of 
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sorts of tracts for distribution among the Jews of this and other 
places. 

On the 12th I proceeded to F. in company with the Rey. Mr. K- 
Our conversation led me to inform him of the object of my journey, 
in which he took so cordial a share, that he offered to charge him- 
self with the distribution of a large parcel of tracts among the Israel- 
ites, who are numerous in that neighbourhood. In B. where I 
arrived on the following day, | found crowds of Jews, returning from 
a cattle fair, I asked some of them whether they would not like to 
read something of a religious kind, if | would give it to them gra- 
tuitously? O yes, cried a wit among them, if thereby I may get 
ar Behemoth, cattle ; for this we like better than all your shumoth, 

abble. 

On the 14th, I met in F. in the inn, with an old Jew, who showed 
much inclination to receive divine truth, but could not read Hebrew 
nor German. I therefore gave him some Jewish German tracts, 
which he readily accepted, with a promise to communicate them to 
some of his friends. I proceeded through S. to M. where I arrived 
on the 15th, in the evening. On the following day, being the Ascen- 
sion day, I heard an excellent sermon inthe church. The minister, 
to whom I was introduced, received me very kindly, and was much 
rejoiced,-when in my credential he found the signature of Mr. Von 
Meier, whom he supposed to have been one of his pupils thirty-six 

ears ago. He advised me to pay a visit to opulent Jewish families, 
and foretold me very exactly the manner in which I should be re- 
ceived by each of them. Accordingly I went in the afternoon to the 
Israelite J. R. who had known meas a Jew, and was informed of my 
transition to the Christian religion. The reception was tolerably 
polite, until our conversation turned upon religion, and | offered him 
some tracts. ‘Then he flew into a violent passion, and said, ‘* Never 
presume to speak thus to any Jew here, or I shall show you what I, 
an agent of the ducal court, can do.” I calmly answered, that bis 
terrible threats affected me very little, and that they would not pre- 
vent me from doing my duty as a Christian. I immediately went to 
the house of his brother, who lived at aconsiderable distance. When 
I had arrived there, I was told that he had gone from home ; but was 
afterwards informed, that his brother on a shorter by-way had pre- 
ceded me, and caused me to be refused admittance. 

In the evening of the 17th, the three married sons of these brothers 
paid me a visit. They told me, that on the part of their parents 
nothing better could be expected than what I had experienced from 
one of them. But as to themselves they wished to examine the 
matter more thoroughly, and therefore asked for some tracts ; with 
which I the more readily supplied them, as they already possessed 
the Bible. 

On the following day I called upon the chaplain of the court, whe 
takes a great interest in our cause, and asked for tracts. 

As I had been advised to visit an Israelite in a place at ten English 
miles distance from M. | went there ; and as it was the Sabbath day,. 
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1 found him at home, and was most joyfully received by him. He 
has a wife and eight children. He had formerly been singer in the 
synagogue, but now keeps a shop, by which he supports himselt and 
his family very comfortably. But when the Jews found him to en- 
tertain Christian sentiments, which he took no care to conceal, they 
succeeded in alienating the mind of the lord of the manor towards 
him so far, as not to suffer him to remain in the place as a Christian 
convert. Not knowing, therefore, where to find another asylum with 
his numerous family, he is compelled to postpone his transition, to 
which he looks forward with a longing desire, until he has found an 
abode, where he can exist as an honest man. I conversed with 
another Israelite, a leather merchant, who also has an earnest desire 
to devote himself to Jesus Christ, but must first prepare his bride, 
whom he cannot forsake for that change. 

While I was conversing with these persons, the other Jews excited 
a terrible noise. As one of them knew me to be a convert, they all 
ran to the magistrate, desiring him to put me into prison as a vaga- 
bond. He came into the inn, accompanied by aconstable, and asked 
for my passport. The Jews, mean-while assembled in crowds to see 
me carried away. But the magistrate, after having attentively pe- 
rused my passport, bade me go on travelling with God. Then turning 
to the Jews, he scolded and threatened them in the most opprobrious 
terms. A few miles from that place I wished to call upona very inti- 
mate Jewish friend of my early youth. When I found him in the 
street, I approached him with expressions of heartfelt affection. 
But how was fF disappointed, when he would not suffer me to touch ce 
his hand. ‘‘ Do you not know me?” said I. ‘‘I have once known ‘° 
you,” cried he, ‘‘ but now no more, since you have renounced your 
God.” I cannot express the mournful feeling which pervaded my 
soul, when I heard these words. It was in vain I attempted to con- 
vince him, that just now, I truly and warmly was attached to the 
Lord my God. I entreated him to receive me into his house only for 
half an hour, that [ might talk with him. ‘I shall immediately,” 
roared he, ‘‘let loose my mastiff upon you, Meshumed, if you dare 
to enter under my roof.’’ Now I had nothing to do, but to shake off 
the dust from my feet, and to proceed. A man who bore my port- 
manteau, could not conceive what harm! could have done these 
people ; for now a whole crowd of Jews followed us beyond the 
village, with curses and threatenings. I was now compelled, though 
it was late, to walk three miles further to the next village, and there 
to take my night’s rest ina barn, because the inn was filled with 
soldiers. And on the 19th I reached H. from whence I transmit to 
the Committee this report, with a cordial request to remember me 
in their prayers before the Lord. 


J. J. Bencmann. 
(To be continued.) 


—_ mre, 
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Collections made by the Rev. C. F. Frey, from September 15th to 
November 6th, 1822. 

Bottle Hill, Rev. J.G.Bergen 418 A friend at Bottle Hill ee 

oo 


Warwick, — J. J. Christie a Eee, Leneintg, Vt 
Florida, — Ch. Cummings Recetas iy collection at Hudson, a 
Do. at Pleasant Valley 


Goshen, — E. Fisk 
Anity, — W. Timlow 

Do. at Newburgh, from Miss 8. Clark, do. 
ww tre for Mthe 294 to the amount 


Middletown, — W Blain 
Deer Park, — Th. Grier 
Scoichtown, — M. Baldwin 
Bloomi: ngburg, —- G. Dubois . A collection made ‘at the Presbyterian 
Hopewei!, — J. Vandorn : church, Vandewater-street P 
Shawengunk, —A. D. Wilson A coliection at South Salem ° . 
New Prospect, do. At Mendham, N. J. Rev. Mr. Hay . 
Montgomery, — R. W. Condit Weekly Prayer Meeting, Hadley, Mass. 
Ten Eycke Mr. J. S. Thomson, Baltimore, life Sub. 
Newburgh, — J. Johnston Jewish Col. Soc. Hopkins ee a 
Moeriborough, — J. Ostrom . Collection at Lynn. ass. . 
New Paltz, do. . Friends at Frankford, Pa... 
Old Paltz, — W. Bogardus By the Rev. J. Bartlett, Waterbury, Con. 
Cotskill, — Dr. Porter , A friend at Litehfield . 
Coxsakie, — G. R. Livingston Do. Weathersfield, Con. 
Albany, — A. R. Weed . Female prayer meeting, Newbury 
Do. —J. Dewitt. Miss S. Richards, New-London . 
Kinderhook, — J. Sickles Mr. Marsh, Woodstock, Vt. . 
Hudson, — B. H. Stanton Mr. Ed. Gilbert, New-York, 
Caeryemans, — S. Kissam” . Mr. Myron Tracy, Hartford, Vt. 
Olaverack, — J. G. Gebhard Ghesterfield Aux Society 
Scrabb!e,  ) err Joho Damon, Esq. Reading. Mass. 
Mrs. Susan Smith, Dartmouth Col. . 
Chas. Sherman, Suffield, Con. Ann. Sub. 
Asa Butler, > do. 


Pleasant Valley, — J. Clark 
R. Geaneee, do. 
Miss H. Mitchel, Weathersfield, do. 


a oy 88 — ©. ©. Cuyler 
Wapping Creek. — E. Price 
Haclensack, — Th. Dewitt 
Hopewell, do. 
Fichkill, — G. Downing ‘ John Mix, Esq. Farmington, Con. do. 
Do. —C. D. Westbrook Rev. Wm. Maclean, Canton, Vhio, do. 
Fishkill landing, do. . Wm. Roy, No. 10 Division-st. do. 
New Windsor, é Mr. E. Shelmerdine, Philadelphi 
Bethithem, —- A. Dean ° Friends at Bermuda, per R. Higgs 
Blooming Grove, — L. Halsey A female at Sharon, Con. 
Chester, — J. H. Thomas Collection at Bethel Free School No. 4 
Pompton, —- J. Field N. York . 
Pompton Plains, — A. Neal Friend to the Jews, Brooklyn, L. I. : 
Fairfield, do. Collected by Mary A. Mc Collough, N. Y. 
Collection at East Chester, N. Y. 
At Hackensack, N. J. Rev. J. V.C. Romeyn 
Miss Priscilla Dean, Berckley, Mass. ° 
Auxiliary Society, do. , 


—_ _ PS 
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Caldwell, — 8. Grover 

~ L. Halsey, Newburgh, L. Sub- 
Mrs Rache! Mec Hugh, ‘ 
Miss Catharine Johnson, 
Saugurties Benevulent Society 


— 
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WNotites, &c. 


Tue Rev. Mr. Frey is now on a tour through the southern states as an agent 
for this Society. 

As it is judged that each Auxiliary Society has adopted a distinctive name, this 
name, and the name of the Secretary, are wanted, to prepare the list of aux- 
iliaries for publication. Itis hoped that these will be transmitted to the publish- 
er soon as may be. 

Joun M‘Coms, Esq., Treasurer, pro tempore. 

Rev. Anexanper M‘Leop, D. D., Secretary for Foreign Correspondence. 

Rev. Samuert H. Cox, Secretary for Domestic Correspondence. 

Rev Wittiam M‘Mourray, Recording Secretary. 


{LF Donations will be received by the Treasurer, either of the Secretaries, or 
by the publisher. 

*.* A Number of this work will be published every month, commencing with 
January, 1823. 
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